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Women from Here and Elsewhere

Pathways, Challenges and Changes

Marrakech, December 19-20, December 2008

Closing Speech by Mr Driss El-Yazami

Your Excellency Minister of Social Development, Family and Solidarity,

Your Excellency Minister of Employment and Vocational Training,

Ms President of the International Federation for Human Rights,

Ladies and gentlemen, my dear friends,

Our two-day meeting of intense work and exchange draws to a close. With you all, we manage to share a strong, exciting and motivating moment. Your debates and your testimonies, your careers, your works and your projects come again to prove with glamour, Moroccan women from here and elsewhere, that your occupational and social experiences are rich, your potentialities are strong and eagerness to human progress is lively.

Here, on this host land which is ours, under this radiant sun of Marrakesh, from numerous world perspectives from where you come, the hearts have spoken, intelligence has shined, hands have been extended and shaken and common wills have been reaffirmed, to better understand each other and to better act together.

The CCME, your institution which initiates this first event of the kind, is proud of you and of your contributions. You gave us reason to have dedicated to the Moroccan women of the world the CCME first great public event. You gave us reason to think and believe that our women from here and elsewhere are a major actor of progress and an essential source of creativity, of energy of change for the best and rejuvenation of the ways of thinking and action in all the spheres of human life, including the institutional, associative and corporate governance, here and elsewhere.

Today, the CCME finds itself, thanks to you, more strongly willing again to serve our communities abroad as much as our country, by involving in this work, as far as possible, all women and men who want to adhere to it and make their contribution and personal touch. 
We are charmed and honoured that you are promptly accepted our invitation to the participation, to sharing, and to point up the key role which Moroccan women of the world play and can still play in the world and their country of origin too.

Certainly, our organization is not perfect. We apologize to everybody of you for any inconvenience or dissatisfaction that may be caused by any aspect of preparation for or course of this event. We are determined to learn throughout life and always improve ourselves, with your help and the help of everybody.

We are also proud of the high patronage of His Majesty the King, his enlightening missive he addressed to us and the dedication of all our partners in the organization of this event. The progress made and the projects of reforms opened by our country on the road to a democratic and humanly developed society, through recognizing the rights, freedoms and merits of everyone of its citizen, without any discrimination, are issues that you raised at this meeting. I will not come back to them here. 

The echoes of our recent past and the leaps it has made towards progress are undoubtedly great. However, the calls of the future, the tones and aspirations of the rising generations, here and elsewhere, still raise questions. Who listens and who can listen to these calls better than you, as mothers or sisters, educators or professionals in any particular human activity, officials or political or civil society activists?

The experiences mentioned, ideas launched and relations established following this meeting, which is yours, will not be without future. This entire panorama you have developed cannot result in failure. No way. Through your will and your determination, we will continue to build together relations of promising partnerships, in all fields of knowledge, art, corporation, and institutional and human development. The synergies that come out of your meetings will be, thanks to everybody of you, supported, permanent and renewable.

In this regard, and in addition to the informal networks and ways of communication and collaboration which have been created between us beyond the borders, the CCME is committed to set up a mechanism of follow-up, assessment and periodic renewal of this kind of meeting.

You are women who are defying precariousness, vulnerability and discriminations, women who are actors of change, women who are creators of arts and good things which adorn the life of everybody of us, women who hold the future of humanity. You mange to prove it, you women from here and elsewhere!

The CCME is here to listen to you, to support you and to serve you. You can rely on it.

I will not know how to end this emotional and rational statement without letting you know the good news.

As you know, the CCME was set up to be an advisory body and a force of proposal, for renewing Morocco’s public policies towards its emigrant communities. This renovation will not be powerful, make fundamental changes, fall within the scope of time and anticipate typical changes of the emigration phenomenon, without an objective knowledge of the changing realities of this phenomenon; a knowledge that shall be structured, and equipped with adequate means and the best human and scientific resources which can create, assess and update it constantly, following best scientific standards.

To this end, His Majesty King Mohammed VI has again given a powerful sign of his concern about our emigrant communities and his support to any innovative approach for a better knowledge and a better action to better support these communities in the host countries and their contribution to the democratic and human development of Morocco.

Thus, His Majesty has consented to set up an emigration scientific research fund which would be placed under the aegis of the CCME, supervised by a greatly credible scientific council and jointly managed, in full transparency, by public and private bodies which will contribute to it in joint partnership. Many Moroccan universities showed their outstanding availability by signing already partnership conventions with the CCME. Many national financial institutions have said yes to be part of it. Many Moroccan researchers from here and elsewhere, men and women, will be required to draw up, conduct, publish and assess research programs, which the new fund will be required to launch and support. Find it an invitation to highlight your contributions, testimonies and the informal, documentary and, more generally cognitive resources that you may have.

In our concerns, art is also of paramount importance. We would spare no effort, as we have already begun to do it, to safeguard the memory of our emigration, to make known, here and elsewhere, and immortalise the works of our artists in all kinds, whether they are of yesterday, of today or of tomorrow. We will support, as far as possible, the creative initiatives of our emigrated fellow-citizens and the events.

Art, science, culture, worship, public services, civil society development and institutional participation are areas that Moroccan public policies are required to work on, with coherence, spirit of continuation, sustainability, relevance and efficiency, in connection with our fellow-citizens. The CCME hopes to contribute to it, not by working in isolation, but by being open to listen to and involve all our human resources, whether men or women from here and elsewhere.

This is a promising milestone on the road to renovation and future.
Thank you for your participation.

And, across the geographical distances, let us keep hand in hand and spirits in phase, for a constant work that means a lot for us.

Safe trip for those who go back to their countries of residence and best wishes for everybody in the eve of the New Year 2009.

