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MARCH 3 AND 4, 2009 

The Program 




Tuesday, 3 March 2009 

9h-19h30: Welcome and registration 

9h30-10h030: Reading of the Royal Message addressed to the participants in the meeting


10h-10h30: Opening Speeches

- Mr. Driss El Yazami, President of the Council of the Moroccan Community Abroad 
- Mr. Mohamed Ameur, Minister Delegate to the Prime Minister, in Charge of the Moroccan 
  Community Residing Abroad 
- Ms. Lorena Escudero, Ecuadorian Immigration Minister
- Message of Ms. Maria Consuelo Rumi, Secretary of State for Immigration and Emigration


10h30-11h15: First session: Immigration and political participation: general issues 

Electoral participation of migrants in their countries of origin: baseline study and challenges 
Jean Michel Lafleur 
Research Fellow at the Scientific Research Fund (FRS-FNRS) 
Belgium 

Ethical and political considerations on the participation of migrants in their countries of origin 
Mohamed Berdouzi
Academic, political scientist 
Morocco 

11h15-13h: Second session: Emigration councils and political participation: national experiences
Chairperson: Mr. Mohamed Chaïb, President of the “Citizenship and Political Participation” working group at the CCME 

Portuguese diaspora and the civic and political participation
Paulo Marques 
Permanent Member of the Assembly of the Portuguese Abroad, President of the Commission on the Civic and Political Participation
Portugal 

Politics, laws and institutions relating to Croats living abroad 
Mr. Branko Barbic 
Secretary of the Committee for Immigration 
Croatia 

Spanish citizenship abroad 
Mr. Augustin Torres Herrero 
Director General of the Spanish Community Abroad
Spain 

The Assembly of French Abroad (AFE) and the French experience in terms of political participation 
Ms. Marie Pascale Avignon Ferret 
Member of the Board of Trustees of the Association of French Overseas

Italy’s policy for Italians abroad 
Andrea Amaro 
Adviser to the President of the General Council of Italians Abroad 

General Discussion 

Lunch 

14h30: Third session: Emigration councils and political participation: national experiences (continued)
Chairperson: Mrs. Siga Diouf Sarr, Director of Social Affairs of the Senegalese Abroad, Ministry of Senegalese Abroad and Tourism, Senegal
 
Ecuador’s new migration policy: realities and perspectives
Ms. Lorena Escudero
Ecuadorian Immigration Minister
Ecuador 

The Algerian experience regarding representation abroad
Mr. Mohamed Gahche

Deputy Member of the National People's Assembly of Algeria 
Algeria

The Malians Abroad in the development process of their country 
Mr. Amadou Soulalé
Special Adviser to the President of the High Council of Malians Abroad 
Mali

From immigration to citizenship 
Mr. Francisco Ruiz Vazquez 
President of the General Council of the Spanish Community Abroad
Spain 

Support policies of the Autonomous Community of Castile and Leon to its citizens abroad 

Angel Pena Castaneda 
Head of migration in the Autonomous Community of Castile and Leon 
Spain 

The Council of Galician communities: creation, evolution and effects 
José Antonio Villamayor Filloy 
Assistant Director-General in charge of coordination, cooperation and fiscal management 
Secretariat General of Emigration, Autonomous Community of Galicia 


Progress of and limits to the rights of Chileans from abroad- a historical perspective in the Latin American context
Cecilia Baeza 
Doctoral student in political science 
France 

The Canary Islands and Migrations: Round-trip 
Ms. Natividad Cano Perez 
Vice Councilor of emigration and Cooperation 
Canary Islands 
Spain
The prospects for the participation of Lebanese living abroad

Ms. Rouba El Chidiac
Lebanon

The Moroccan experience 
Mr. Mohamed Chaïb, President of the “Citizenship and Political Participation” working group at the CCME 
Morocco

General Discussion 

Wednesday 4 March, 2009 

9h-13h: Fourth session: Public Policies of the different States towards their emigrant communities
Chairperson: Paulo Marques, Permanent Member of the Assembly of the Portuguese Abroad, President of the Commission on the Civic and Political Participation, Portugal 

Difficulties of managing the diasporas 
Mr. Joachim Djabia Anvir 
Director of the Department of Ivoirians Abroad
Côte d'Ivoire 

The participation of the diasporas in the development of their countries and communities of origin: the example of Senegal 
Mrs. Siga Diouf Sarr 
Director of Social Affairs of the Senegalese Abroad, Ministry of Senegalese Abroad and Tourism 
Senegal 

Diaspora and nation-building: the experience of Benin 
Jean Benoit Alokpon 
Executive Director of the National Agency of the Beninese Abroad 
Benin 

The Tunisian experience in terms of backing the Tunisian community abroad 
Mr. Frej Souissi 
Director General of the Office of Tunisians Abroad 
Tunisia 

Overall policy context for the Lithuanian Diaspora 
Ms. Vida Bagdonavicenne 
Deputy Director General of the Department of National Minorities and Lithuanians Living Abroad,
under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania
Lithuania 

Establishment of links with the diasporas and political integration in the host country 
Elisa Díaz Gras 
The Institute of Mexicans Abroad 
Mexico
Belgian Expatriates and political participation
Didier Heirman 
The Association of French-speaking Belgians Abroad
Washington

Lunch 

14h30: Closing session
Chairperson: Mr. Francisco Ruiz Vazquez, President of the General Council of the Spanish Community Abroad, Spain
