[image: image1.jpg]G ad) QL2
ROYAUME DU MAROC

cZme

L dbi ol iJL dlGal s

CONSEIL DE LA COMMUNAUTE MAROCAINE A LETRANGER
«OFE3LCIZLTOL.O5 81+ LCEKeOlOQQe




Women from Here and Elsewhere 
Pathways, Challenges and Changes 
Marrakech, December 19-20, 2008


Summary of the Workshop on Media, Culture and Representation

WORKSHOP PROCEEDINGS 
· Analyzes 

· Testimonials about women's artistic careers

·  Reading poems 

· Documentary projection and photos. 

ISSUES OF DISCUSSION 

1. Representation of Moroccan women in literature, cinema and theater.
Recurring themes: 
a.  Departure;
b. Means of transport:
Transport can either be linked to death (pateras) or success (car);

c. Means of communication:

e.g. TV can be a transformative tool of social roles;

d. Clothing 
e.g. the headscarf. 
2. Pressing need to go beyond the idea of a women's literature. 
The woman should be considered as a writer with a single career and own specificities; as a writer, that is it. 
3. Need for women to reclaim their voice and representation. 
· Language is power. As long as women are represented by others, they will be deprived of this power. 
· The fact that women reclaim their voices is difficult because it is linked to political challenges and power relations. 
· The fact remains that Morocco is among the countries where we speak on behalf of women (even if there is a progress in women's rights);

·  The problem in Morocco = very high illiteracy;

·  Therefore, the challenge facing Morocco is education: the only strategy of empowering women in the long term is education (school cooperatives = short-term strategy)
DIFFICULTIES 


· Weak means of publications and edition. 
· As regards the documentary, there is a heritage whose value is not furthered. The challenge for Morocco is the archiving and distribution. Means of passing on the memory. 
PROPOSALS 

· Create a history of Moroccan heritage;

· Create a cultural center in Paris;

· Translation of writers’ works;

· Exchange between authors from here and there; 

· Create a travelling cultural center (here and there); 

· Set up exhibitions bringing together works by Morocco artists living here and abroad; 

· Create a micro-financing structure for cultural projects; 

· Conduct a review of the Moroccan artistic works.
